I remember, as a young teenager, being on holiday with family (I think that it might have been Majorca). Knowing that I loved fishing, my father had arranged for me to go out one morning on an early boat. I got up at four, and was out at sea before five. In the dark, we travelled beyond sight of land; the Mediterranean was as still as a lake. Then, from the distant horizon, the sun began to rise. Within moments, colours were saturating the shadows allowing me to see faces and figures and fish! It was as if my eyes had only opened with the stretching sun.
 
The gift-of-sight, in its fullest expression, relies upon three things: 
-           sound eyes, 
-           the presence of light and
-           the ability to appreciate what is being seen. 
 
Given that each of us is a union of body and soul (a living composite of the material and spiritual), if we are to see things as they truly are – if we are to perceive truth – then we can't only rely on our bodily eyes: we need an informed mind, we need a pure heart, we need the light of God.
Each in their own way, today's Scripture readings help to underline the spiritual imperative of seeing correctly, of discerning properly, of living in the light. In today's First reading, we hear how Samuel (one of the first Old Testament prophets) gets it wrong in the conclusions he draws from what his eyes have seen. When wondering which of Jesse's sons God might want him to anoint as King, Samuel's eyes are drawn to the height and stature of Eliab. Here, there is nothing wrong with Samuel's bodily eyes, and poor light is not the issue. Instead, Samuel's defect lies in the fact that his heart and mind are not yet conformed, fully, to God. God corrects Samuel saying: "the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart." My brothers and sisters, in our remaining weeks of Lent, we could do a lot worse than to use these words of God to frame our own prayer: "Purify my heart O Lord, that I may see with Your eyes and value what it is You treasure”.
In today's Second Reading – from St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians – we hear the Apostle proclaim, "brothers and sisters, at one time you were in darkness, but now you are a light in the Lord. Walk as children of light, for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true, and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness". Once again, the inspired written word of God – now using the imagery of light and darkness – is inviting us to question what it means for us to be able to see properly. Here, the light being referred to is, of course, the light of God, so we must be careful not to miss the essential point: God's light helps us to see properly so that we may live properly. O Lord, give us always Your light, that our lives may be lived in Your Presence and that all our ways may be pleasing to You. 
Finally, in today's Gospel, just about every element of right-seeing comes together: a man who was born blind is given sight by Christ (the Light of the World) and, through this healing grace of Our Lord, the man comes to possess the gift of true sight: the recognising of God - “Lord, I believe!”
On this Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday) let us rejoice! Let us thank God for sins forgiven and for the grace of new beginnings. Let us thank God for the gift of true sight: the recognition that, in Christ, the God of love has taken our flesh to save us. Let us rejoice in gift of the Light of God, through which the blind are given sight, the lost are found, and all of us are blessed with the strength to believe and with the courage to step forward in forgiveness, healing and love.

